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LESSON TITLE:  Was the War of 1812 Our Second War of Independence?

LESSON WRITERS:  Lindsay Bauman / Jennifer Frieman
DATE:  June 3, 2011

COURSE/GRADE:  Social Studies/ Grade 4, 8
UNIT:  War of 1812- Fort McHenry’s History
TIME NEEDED:  One 45-minute class period

LESSON OVERVIEW:  
In this lesson, students will compare and contrast the reasons for the RevoluƟ onary War and the War of 1812 
to determine whether the War of 1812 can really be considered the Second War of Independence. Students 
need to have some prior knowledge of the RevoluƟ onary War, its causes and how it resulted in America’s inde-
pendence from Great Britain. Prior to teaching this lesson, review with the students the main events that led 
to the American RevoluƟ on, discuss the colonists’ frustraƟ ons, and the major baƩ les and successes of the war. 
During this lesson students will compare the DeclaraƟ on of Independence with documents from the War of 
1812 to fi nd similariƟ es among the causes and moƟ vaƟ ons for both wars.

OUTCOMES:  At the end of this lesson, students will be able to use primary source documents to com-
pare and contrast the reasons for the American RevoluƟ on with those for the War of 1812. 

OBJECTIVES:

Focus Ques  ons for the Lesson: 
Was the United States really struggling to win its independence from Great Britain a second Ɵ me during the 
War of 1812?

Historical Thinking Skills:
Historical Comprehension:
 Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.
Historical Research CapabiliƟ es:
 Interrogate historical data.

Maryland State Curriculum Content Objec  ves:
4.5.C.1.b Explain the interacƟ ons between colonists and the BriƟ sh during the Pre-RevoluƟ onary period
4.5.C.2.a Describe Maryland's role in the War of 1812

8.5.C.2.a  Explain why the United States adopted a policy of neutrality prior to the War of 1812
8.5.C.2.b  Explain how the conƟ nuing confl ict between Great Britain and France infl uenced the domesƟ c and 
foreign policy of the United States
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Maryland Skills and Processes Objec  ves:
4.6.B.4.a/b/c/d Use Ɵ med, on-demand wriƟ ng to demonstrate understanding on assessments (Constructed 
Responses)
4.6.F.3.a  Recognize relaƟ onships in and among ideas or events, such as cause and eff ect, sequenƟ al order, 
main idea, and details

Common Core State Standards for Literacy:  Reading, Informa  onal Text (Grade 4): 
RI.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.
RI.4.2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.4.3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scienƟ fi c, or technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on specifi c informaƟ on in the text.
RI.4.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specifi c words or phrases in a text relevant to 
a grade 4 topic or subject area.
RI.4.9. Integrate informaƟ on from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably.
RI.4.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informaƟ onal texts, including history/social studies, science, 
and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band profi ciently, with scaff olding as needed at the high 
end of the range.

Common Core Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 6-8:
RH.6-8.1. Cite specifi c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or informaƟ on of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source disƟ nct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specifi c 
to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 text com-
plexity band independently and profi ciently.

MATERIALS: 
• Chart paper and a marker
• Student Resource Sheet #1:  Liberty and Peace Song 
• Student Resource Sheet #2:  DeclaraƟ on of Independence
• Resource Sheet #2a:  TranscripƟ on of Excerpt from DeclaraƟ on of Independence
• Resource Sheet #3:  ProclamaƟ on by President Jeff erson, 1807
• Resource Sheet #3a:  TranscripƟ on of Excerpts from ProclamaƟ on by President Jeff erson, 1807
• Resource Sheet #4: Madison’s Special Message to Congress, June 1, 1812
• Resource Sheet #4a:  TranscripƟ on of Excerpts from Madison’s Special Message to Congress, June 1,   
 1812
• Resource Sheet #5:  Thomas Jeff erson to James Madison, October 15, 1814
• Student Worksheet #1:  Was the War of 1812 Our Second War for Independence?
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PRIMARY SOURCES:
Author Unknown. Liberty and Peace. A Song [1815]. Online posƟ ng. An American Time
Capsule: Three Centuries of Broadsides and Other Printed Ephemera website. Library of Congress.  3 June 
2011. <  hƩ p://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@fi eld(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+05002700)): 
> 

DeclaraƟ on of Independence.  Online posƟ ng.  Charters of Freedom.  NaƟ onal Archives and Records Adminis-
traƟ on.  Accessed June 10, 2011.  hƩ p://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaraƟ on_zoom_2.html

Jeff erson, Thomas. Thomas Jeff erson to James Madison [October 15, 1814]. Online posƟ ng. American Memory 
CollecƟ on. The Thomas Jeff erson Papers. Library of Congress. 3 June 2011 < hƩ p://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/
query/r?ammem/mtj:@fi eld(DOCID+@lit(tj110146)) >

“Journal of the House of RepresentaƟ ves of the United States, 1811-1813 MONDAY, JUNE 1, 1812.”  A Century 
of Lawmaking for a New NaƟ on: U.S. Congressional Documents and Debates, 1774-1875, American Memory 
Project.  Library of Congress.  Accessed June 12, 2011.  hƩ p://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hlaw:16:./
temp/~ammem_CCvT::@@@mdb=mcc,goƩ scho,detr,nfor,wpa,aap,cwar,bbpix,cowellbib,calbkbib,consrvbib,b
dsbib,dag,fsaall,gmd,pan,vv,presp,varstg,suff rg,nawbib,horyd,wtc,toddbib,mgw,ncr,ngp,musdibib,hlaw,papr,lh
bumbib,rbpebib,lbcoll,alad,hh,aaodyssey,magbell,bbc,dcm,raelbib,runyon,dukesm,lomaxbib,mtj,goƩ lieb,aep,
qlt,coolbib,fpnas,aasm,denn,relpet,amss,aaeo,mff ,afc911bib,mjm,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,molden,ww2map,mfdip
bib,afcnyebib,klpmap,hawp,omhbib,rbaapcbib,mal,ncpsbib,ncpm,lhbprbib,Ō vbib,afcreed,aipn,cwband,fl wpab
ib,wpapos,cmns,psbib,pin,coplandbib,cola,tccc,curt,mharendt,lhbcbbib,eaa,haybib,mesnbib,fi ne,cwnyhs,svyb
ib,mmorse,afcwwgbib,mymhiwebib,uncall,afcwip,mtaŌ ,manz,llstbib,fawbib,berl,fmuever,cdn,upboverbib,mus
sm,cic,afcpearl,awh,awhbib,sgp,wright,lhbtnbib,afcesnbib,hurstonbib,mreynoldsbib,spaldingbib,sgproto,scsm
bib,afccalbib,mamcol

“From the offi  ce of the MercanƟ le AdverƟ ser, Sunday, July 5th, 1807. By Thomas Jeff erson, President of the 
United States of America, A proclamaƟ on, Washington City, July 2, 1807.”  Online PosƟ ng.  American Memory 
Project.  Library of Congress.  Accessed June 12, 2011.   <hƩ p://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?rbpebib:16:./
temp/~ammem_WY4p::@@@mdb=manz,mharendt,rbpebib,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaŌ ,cwar,fs
aall,mfdipbib,mff ,scsmbib,mal,mcc,ncpm,pan,afcpearl,lhbprbib,afc911bib,papr,runyon,detr,mgw,nfor,sgp,sgpr
oto,ww2map>

SELECTED VOCABULARY:
plundered
ravage
constrained
capƟ ve
despoƟ sm
belligerents
insubordinaƟ on
forbearance
provocaƟ on
hosƟ le

violate
harass
commerce
sanctuary
jurisdicƟ on
intrigues
subversion
impressment
conquest/conquer
submission
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PROCEDURE:
1) Mo  va  on 
 • Have students review what they know about the reasons for the American RevoluƟ on: What events   
    or acƟ ons led up to the American RevoluƟ on?
 • Have students recall some causes of the American RevoluƟ on, and list them on a piece of chart paper.   
   (Make sure you spend some Ɵ me reviewing the Ɵ meline of events that led up the American 
    RevoluƟ on so that the students have a strong background.)
 • Pass out and post Student Resource Sheet #1:  Liberty and Peace Song, and read it with the students.   
    Ask the students when they think it might have been wriƩ en (most should say during or aŌ er    
       the American RevoluƟ on). Then share with them that this song was really wriƩ en in 1815, almost 40   
    years aŌ er the American RevoluƟ on, at the end of the War of 1812.
 • Explain that the American RevoluƟ on was called the War of Independence; the War of 1812 is some  
    Ɵ mes called the Second War of Independence.  Tell students that today they are going to compare   
       and contrast the reasons for both wars to decide whether the War of 1812 was really a Second War of  
    Independence for the United States.

2) Guided Prac  ce
 • Pass out the Student Resource Sheet #2:  DeclaraƟ on of Independence and Resource Sheet #2a:
    TranscripƟ on of Excerpt from DeclaraƟ on of Independence.
 • Reveal the lesson vocabulary chart.
 • With the students, go through the documents to highlight the vocabulary words and discuss their   
    meaning.  
 • Read through the document, stopping every few sentences to have the students paraphrase what   
    they’ve just read.
 • Note:  The primary sources used in the lesson are very diffi  cult for elementary students in terms of   
    vocabulary and sentence structure.  Depending upon the reading abiliƟ es of your students, it may be   
   advisable to provide further support to help them decipher the sources.  Suggested strategies include:
  o Providing not only the transcripƟ ons of the excerpts but also actual “translaƟ ons” of the text   
     into “kid-friendly” English.  
  o Further excerpƟ ng the sources.
  o Assigning smaller chunks of each source to small groups.
  o Reading all documents as a class.
 • On chart paper, list the students’ paraphrased statements of the colonists’ grievances against Great   
    Britain.  Examples:
  o We want the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
  o A government should be controlled by the people it governs.
  o When a government abuses its authority, the people have a right to stop that government.
  o This change should not be made quickly, but if aŌ er the people have made every eff ort to get   
      the government to stop its abuses, the people fi nally have a right to stand up for    
      themselves.  (Try a bully on the playground analogy.)
  o This is what the King of England has done to us, so it is our right to throw off  this government   
      and to create a new, beƩ er one for ourselves.
  o [Some of the specifi c grievances.]
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Student Resource Sheet #1:  Liberty and Peace Song  

 
Author Unknown. Liberty and Peace. A Song [1815]. Online posting. An American Time 
Capsule: Three Centuries of Broadsides and Other Printed Ephemera website. Library of Congress.  3 June 2011. <  
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi‐bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+05002700)): >  
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From “Long May It Wave:  Fort McHenry and the War of 1812,” A National Curriculum by the Friends of Fort 
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Student Resource Sheet #2:  Declaration of Independence 

 
 
Declaration of Independence.  “Online posting.”  Charters of Freedom.  National Archives and Records 
Administration.  Accessed June 10, 2011.  <http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_zoom_2.html> 
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Resource Sheet #2a:  TranscripƟ on of Excerpt from DeclaraƟ on of Independence
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous DeclaraƟ on of the thirteen united States of America,

. . . We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That 
to secure these rights, Governments are insƟ tuted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destrucƟ ve of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to insƟ tute new Government, laying its foundaƟ on on such principles 
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to eff ect their Safety and Happiness. 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suff er, while evils are 
suff erable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long 
train of abuses and usurpaƟ ons, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute DespoƟ sm, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off  such Government, and to provide new Guards 
for their future security. . . 

. . . To prove this, let Facts be submiƩ ed to a candid world. . .

[Selected grievances below]

For cuƫ  ng off  our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our 
Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all 
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his ProtecƟ on and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He has constrained our fellow CiƟ zens taken CapƟ ve on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to 
become the execuƟ oners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. 

He has . . . endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fronƟ ers, the merciless Indian Savages whose know 
rule of warfare, is an undisƟ nguished destrucƟ on of all ages, sexes and condiƟ ons.
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Resource Sheet #3:  Proclamation by President Jefferson, 1807 

“From the office of the Mercantile Advertiser, Sunday, July 5th, 1807. By Thomas Jefferson, President of the United 
States of America, A proclamation, Washington City, July 2, 1807.”  Online Posting.  American Memory Project.  
Library of Congress.  Accessed June 12, 2011.   <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi‐
bin/query/D?rbpebib:16:./temp/~ammem_WY4p::@@@mdb=manz,mharendt,rbpebib,cwband,cwnyhs,gmd,mrey
noldsbib,mtaft,cwar,fsaall,mfdipbib,mff,scsmbib,mal,mcc,ncpm,pan,afcpearl,lhbprbib,afc911bib,papr,runyon,detr,
mgw,nfor,sgp,sgproto,ww2map>   
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Student Resource Sheet #3a:  TranscripƟ on of Excerpts from President Jeff erson’s ProclamaƟ on, 1807

FROM THE OFFICE OF 
The MercanƟ le AdverƟ ser,

SUNDAY, July 5th, 1807.

BY THOMAS JEFFERSON, 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

A PROCLAMATION.

WASHINGTON CITY, July 2, 1807.

During the wars which, for some Ɵ me, have unhappily prevailed among the powers of Europe, the United 
States of America, fi rm in their principles of peace, have endeavored by jusƟ ce, by a regular discharge of all 
their naƟ onal and social duƟ es, and by every friendly offi  ce their situaƟ on has admiƩ ed, to maintain, with all 
the belligerents, their accustomed relaƟ ons of friendship, hospitality and commercial intercourse.  . . A free 
use of their harbours and waters, the means of refi ƫ  ng and of refreshment, of succour to their sick and suff er-
ing, have, at all Ɵ mes, and on equal principles, been extended to all, and this too amidst a constant recurrence 
of acts of insubordinaƟ on to the laws, of violence to the persons, and of trespasses on the property of our 
ciƟ zens, commiƩ ed by offi  cers of one, of the beligerant parƟ es received among us. In truth these abuses of the 
laws of hospitality have, with few excepƟ ons, be come habitual to the commanders of the BriƟ sh armed ves-
sels hovering on our coasts, and frequenƟ ng our harbour. They have been the subject of repeated representa-
Ɵ ons to our government. Assurances have been given that proper orders should restrain them within the limit 
of the rights and of the respect due to a friendly naƟ on; but those orders and assurances have been without 
eff ect; no instance of punishment for past wrongs has taken place.
At length, a deed, transcending all we have hitherto seen or suff ered, brings the public sensibility to a serious 
crisis, and our forbearance to a necessary pause. A frigate of the United States trusƟ ng to a state of peace, and 
leaving her harbour on a distant service, has been surprised and aƩ acked by a BriƟ sh vessel of superior force, 
one of a squadron then lying in our waters and covering the transacƟ on, and has been disabled from service, 
with the loss of a number of men killed and wounded. This enormity was not only without provocaƟ on or jusƟ -
fi able cause, but was commiƩ ed with the avowed purpose of taking by force, from a ship of war of the United 
States, a part of her crew . . .

“From the offi  ce of the MercanƟ le AdverƟ ser, Sunday, July 5th, 1807. By Thomas Jeff erson, President of the United States of America, 
A proclamaƟ on, Washington City, July 2, 1807.”  Online PosƟ ng.  American Memory Project.  Library of Congress.  Accessed June 12, 
2011.   <hƩ p://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?rbpebib:16:./temp/~ammem_WY4p::@@@mdb=manz,mharendt,rbpebib,cwband
,cwnyhs,gmd,mreynoldsbib,mtaŌ ,cwar,fsaall,mfdipbib,mff ,scsmbib,mal,mcc,ncpm,pan,afcpearl,lhbprbib,afc911bib,papr,runyon,detr,
mgw,nfor,sgp,sgproto,ww2map> 
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 Student Resource Sheet #4:  President Madison’s Special Message to Congress, June 1, 1812

To the Senate and House of RepresentaƟ ves of the United States:

Without going back beyond the renewal in 1803 of the war in which Great Britain is engaged, and omiƫ  ng un-
repaired wrongs of inferior magnitude, the conduct of her government presents a series of acts hosƟ le to the 
United States as an independent and neutral naƟ on.

BriƟ sh cruisers have been in the conƟ nued pracƟ ce of violaƟ ng the American fl ag on the great highway of na-
Ɵ ons, and of seizing and carrying off  persons sailing under it . . .

 . . . BriƟ sh cruisers have been in the pracƟ ce also of violaƟ ng the rights and the peace of our coasts. They 
hover over and harass our entering and deparƟ ng commerce. To the most insulƟ ng pretensions they have 
added the most lawless proceedings in our very harbors, and have wantonly spilt American blood within the 
sanctuary of our territorial jurisdicƟ on. . . 

. . .There was a period when a favorable change in the policy of the BriƟ sh cabinet was justly considered as 
established. . . it has since come into proof that at the very moment when the public minister was holding the 
language of friendship and inspiring confi dence in the sincerity of the negoƟ aƟ on with which he was charged 
a secret agent of his government was employed in intrigues having for their object a subversion of our govern-
ment and a dismemberment of our happy union.

In reviewing the conduct of Great Britain toward the United States our aƩ enƟ on is necessarily drawn to the 
warfare just renewed by the savages on one of our extensive fronƟ ers a warfare which is known to spare nei-
ther age nor sex and to be disƟ nguished by features peculiarly shocking to humanity. It is diffi  cult to account 
for the acƟ vity and combinaƟ ons which have for some Ɵ me been developing themselves among tribes in con-
stant intercourse with BriƟ sh traders and garrisons without connecƟ ng their hosƟ lity with that infl uence and 
without recollecƟ ng the authenƟ cated examples of such interposiƟ ons heretofore furnished by the offi  cers 
and agents of that government.

“Journal of the House of RepresentaƟ ves of the United States, 1811-1813 MONDAY, JUNE 1, 1812.”  A Century of Lawmaking for a 
New NaƟ on: U.S. Congressional Documents and Debates, 1774-1875, American Memory Project.  Library of Congress.  Accessed June 
12, 2011.  hƩ p://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hlaw:16:./temp/~ammem_CCvT::@@@mdb=mcc,goƩ scho,detr,nfor,wpa,aap,cw
ar,bbpix,cowellbib,calbkbib,consrvbib,bdsbib,dag,fsaall,gmd,pan,vv,presp,varstg,suff rg,nawbib,horyd,wtc,toddbib,mgw,ncr,ngp,musd
ibib,hlaw,papr,lhbumbib,rbpebib,lbcoll,alad,hh,aaodyssey,magbell,bbc,dcm,raelbib,runyon,dukesm,lomaxbib,mtj,goƩ lieb,aep,qlt,co
olbib,fpnas,aasm,denn,relpet,amss,aaeo,mff ,afc911bib,mjm,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,molden,ww2map,mfdipbib,afcnyebib,klpmap,hawp
,omhbib,rbaapcbib,mal,ncpsbib,ncpm,lhbprbib,Ō vbib,afcreed,aipn,cwband,fl wpabib,wpapos,cmns,psbib,pin,coplandbib,cola,tccc,cu
rt,mharendt,lhbcbbib,eaa,haybib,mesnbib,fi ne,cwnyhs,svybib,mmorse,afcwwgbib,mymhiwebib,uncall,afcwip,mtaŌ ,manz,llstbib,faw
bib,berl,fmuever,cdn,upboverbib,mussm,cic,afcpearl,awh,awhbib,sgp,wright,lhbtnbib,afcesnbib,hurstonbib,mreynoldsbib,spaldingbi
b,sgproto,scsmbib,afccalbib,mamcol
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 Student Resource Sheet #5:  Thomas Jeff erson to James Madison, October 15, 1814

MonƟ cello, October 15, 1814.

Dear Sir,--I thank you for the informaƟ on of your leƩ er of the 10th. It gives, at length, a fi xed character to our 
prospects. The war, undertaken, on both sides, to seƩ le the quesƟ ons of impressment, and the orders of coun-
cil, now that these are done away by events, is declared by Great Britain to have changed its object, and to 
have become a war of conquest, to be waged unƟ l she conquers from us our fi sheries, the province of Maine, 
the lakes, States and territories north of the Ohio, and the navigaƟ on of the Mississippi; in other words, Ɵ ll she 
reduces us to uncondiƟ onal submission.

Jeff erson, Thomas. Thomas Jeff erson to James Madison [October 15, 1814]. Online posƟ ng. American Memory CollecƟ on. The 
Thomas Jeff erson Papers. Library of Congress. 3 June 2011 < hƩ p://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/mtj:@fi eld(DOCID+@
lit(tj110146)) >
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Student Worksheet #1:     WAS THE WAR OF 1812 OUR SECOND WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE??? 

Directions:  Fill in the Venn Diagram below with each of the reasons for war listed on the chart papers posted at the front of the room to 
compare/contrast the reasons for the American Revolution with the reasons for the War of 1812.  

American Revolution             War of 1812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Was the War of 1812 America’s Second War for Independence?  Why or why not?                     ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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